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Overview and Rationale

Too often photography comes last for young journalists.  In order to produce good photography students need to understand the basic composition of a photo and be able to identify the stories that photos contain.  By having students analyze stories in both strong and weak photographs they can recognize the importance of creating strong stories in every photo and, in addition, can recognize the time that goes into creating outstanding photography.

Goals for Understanding

Students will be able to:


identify good technique in photography.


discuss the visual stories that photographs tell.


compose better stories in their own photography.

Essential Questions


What is the difference between good photography and bad photography?


How do you find and tell the story in a photograph?


What techniques do photographers use to capture a story?

Critical Engagement Questions


How do different photography techniques shape the way a photographer tells their story?


Why is it difficult to create good photos?

What happens to journalism if photography is an afterthought?

Activities

Activity One (55 minute period)

Teacher presents the difference between good and bad photography.  This can be done in various ways.  A great source for this is using the photo guidelines in Tim Harrower’s Newspaper Designer’s Handbook.  (10 min.)

Teacher demonstrates some of the basic techniques in creating a good photo: rule of thirds, perspective, backgrounds, point of entry, angles, lighting, leading lines, camera settings, and patterns/textures. It is vital that the teacher has visuals so students can view photographs using the technical aspects of photography. (15 min.)

Teacher displays a strong photograph and a weak photograph and asks the students to write the story of each picture. (5 min.)

Students share their stories in small groups. (5 min.)

Teacher brings the class back into large group and has an open discussion with the class about finding the story in a photograph.  Teacher allows for some students to share their stories with the whole class and then asks critical thinking questions.  Some possible questions:  What picture was easier to write a story for and why?  Would the story be different if the photographer took the picture using a different perspective? (15 min.)

Students will need to take their own photograph (you could also have them find one if you do not have enough resources) and write the story that it is telling.  This should be assigned as a homework assignment and students will need to bring both the photograph and written story with them for the second part of this activity. (5 min.)

Activity Two (55 minute period)


Students write their names on the back of their photograph and exchange only their photograph with a partner. (5 min.) 


Students write the story of their partner’s picture. (5 min.)


Students get together with their partners and exchange stories and discuss how similar their stories are.  Could the photographer have captured the story in their picture better by using different technical aspects of photography?  If the photographer captured the story perfectly what technical aspects did the photographer use? (15 min.)


Students post both stories and their picture up in the room. (5 min.)


Teacher regroups the class and leads an open discussion about the process of the assignment.  What was the biggest challenge in capturing the story in their photo?  This discussion should lead to the critical engagement questions listed above.  Teacher can incorporate the examples posted around the room in discussion. (15 min.)


Teacher should finish the class by doing a general overview of what was discussed during the last two activities leaving the students with the most important photography tips to remember.  The teacher should also get the students excited to find a story in every photo.  This can be done by complimenting their work and effort or by showing some award winning photos. (10 min.)

Assessment

Students will be assessed on the following criteria:


participation in group work.


their assigned photo and story and whether it meets the criteria that the teacher sets up for it and discusses in class.
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